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Excerpt  fror.  "Fcccc  rnd  V/rr" 
united  Strtes  Forcisn  Policy  -  I93I-I941. 
v.’hich  is  pi’osccuticn  exhibit  No.  1|01 
prge  36 

"Fmoy”  Incident 

On  December  12,  1937  the  Government  rnd  people  the  United  Strtes  were 

deeply  shocked  by  the  ncv;s  of  the  bombing  end  destruction  by  Jcpcncsc  rircreft 
of  the  United  Str.tcs  gunbort  irnry  rnd  three  United  Strtes  merchant  vessels 

on  the  Yongtze  Fiver  in  Chinr. .  The  bor.bing  rnd  mochino-gunning  of  the  crens 
end  pr.sscngcrs  resulted  in  loss  of  life  to  citizens  of  the  United  Str.tcs. 

This  Government  immodictcly  s-.,nt  c  note  to  the  Jcpcncsc  Government  stnting 
thet  the  United  States  vessels  involved  were  on  the  Yangtze  River  "by  uncontcsti 
end  incontcstr.blc  right's  that  they  \7crc  flying  the  /.mericen  flrg,  ond  thet 
they  v.'ci'e  engaged  in  Icgitimctc  end  rpproprictc  business.  The  Government  of 
the  United  Strtes  requested  end  expected  of  the  Jcpc.ncsc  Government  "c  formclly 
recorded  expression  cf  regret,  c.n  underteking  to  mr.kc  complete  end  comprehensive 

indemnificr.tions ;  end  cn  cssurcncc  that  definite  end  specific  steps  hrve  been 

teken  which  vdll  insure  thet  hereafter  .'jnericen  nrtionc.ls,  interests  end 
properV-  in  Chinr.  \7ill  not  be  subjected  to  rttcck  by  Jrprncsc  ermed  forces  or 

unlrv/ful  interference  by  c.ny  Jcprncse  cuthcritics  or  forces." 

This  note  nrs  sent  to  Japen  on  the  evening  of  December  I3.  On  December 
14  the  United  States  /jnbnsscdor  to  Japen  received  a  note  from  the  Japanese 
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Mnistcr  for  Foreign  .'iTcirs  cteting  thet  the  J' pr.ncse  Govcrnircnt 
regretted  "r.ost  profoundly"  the  drnrge  to  these  vessels  and  the  casualties 
rnoni.  the  personnel;  thrt  it  desired  to  present  "sincere  cpologics";  that  it 
•.vould  make  indcranificctions  for  all  the  losses;  thrt  it  v/ould  deal  "rppro- 
prirtely"  •-•ith  those  responsible  for  the  incident;  and  thrt  it  had  already 
issued  "strict  orders  to  the  authorities  on  the  spot  Tith  a  viev;  to  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  a.  Bi’r'il''r  incident".  Finally,  the  Jap-nesc  Govern.*ncnt 
expressed  the  "fervent  hope"  that  the  friendly  relations  hetveen  Japan  and 
the  Uhited  States  would  not  be  effected  by  this  "unfortunate  affair".  The 
Japanese  Government  Ir.tcr  made  full  indemnification  in  accordance  v;ith  the 
request  of  the  United  States. 

The  ovenvtclring  endorsenent  given  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Fancy  incident  was  settled  attested  to  their 
cernest  desire  to  keep  the  Uhitod  States  out  of  rar. 
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